DESIGN : Practitioners Statement 


My practical work this year was based on the requirements of my design brief.  Design is the search for solutions to problems and needs through a creative process. My practical was this search to create a refreshing and innovative branding identity that could be applied to various aspects for a Central Market store. As my brief required, the final graphic design resembles and communicates a sense of freshness and refreshment.

Other applications for this suite of graphic designs included Eco-friendly shopping bags, T-Shirts, Business Cards, Invoice and Letterheads, website front-pages, posters, store front and vehicle signage. 

I followed the design process, starting with a flow chart analysing the business of a Fruit Stall. Audience, design graphic applications, services, font, text and colour were all considered. As part of this research and analysis, I visited the market taking photographs to record and use for later analysis. In addition to this research, I collected 21 samples of logos, packaging and branding for further analysis and consideration.

Following business-name brainstorming I quickly settled on the idea; ‘Sliced’ and proceeded to develop several variations based on font designs. At the same time, these were considered alongside a range of symbols/motif concepts. These were converted into simplified, computer generated forms of fruit and later used in the evolution of the logo. Through this process, fruit cores became an alternative focus in my journey to establish a design solution. I then considered other names including ‘Zest’ and ‘Core’.  I began to feel more confident about my progress when I made black and white conversions of fruit shapes based on avocados, pears and apples. Fruit cores were simultaneously considered within the external shape of these fruits. It was suggested that I consider other fruits as well, resulting in more possibilities based on oranges, strawberries, passionfruit, tropical fruits and watermelons.

In broadening the range of concepts, I experimented with other brand names finally simplifying ‘Sliced’ to ‘Slice’ while trying different fonts and formats.  I eventually settled on a simple rounded, lower case.  Composition variations followed, with location, angles, spacing and relationship of the logo and motif considered. 

From the beginning to the end, the final logo has gone through a long, in-depth process of alterations and modifications so that its presentation is clear and neat. The final logo was chosen because its design provided a sense of unity and order through the shapes of the fruits. I believe the logo has a clear balance, with the image contrasting well with the shape of the rounded text creating a sense of rhythm. It is through this shape that the logo takes a sense of unity and direction. The colours used are quite vibrant, contrasting well between each other. The inter shapes of the logo have used line and repetition to create a simple yet modern design. Through this repetition a sense of texture is also shown, which is somewhat delicate. Overall I believe this logo is simplistic and modern, which is filled with numerous combined principles and elements. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Visual Arts

	
	Practical Application
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Synthesis
	Inquiry and Exploration

	A
	Initiation of complex or challenging and well-planned conceptualisation and development of innovative, imaginative, or personally relevant visual ideas.

Comprehensive exploration to refine technical skills and use different media, materials, and technologies.

Insightful and thorough documentation of creative visual thinking and problem-solving processes.

Highly effective application of refined technical skills and sensitive use of media, materials, and technologies to communicate visual ideas in resolved work(s) of art or design.
	In-depth knowledge of selected visual arts concepts, forms, styles, and conventions, and a clear understanding of their practical application.

In-depth knowledge and understanding of visual arts in different cultural, social, and/or historical contexts.

Insightful and discerning understanding of aesthetic and/or functional qualities in a variety of works of art or design.
	Highly perceptive critical analysis and interpretation of a variety of works of art or design from different contexts. 

Extensive and sophisticated use of visual arts language to interpret, respond to, and synthesise thoughts on visual arts, including issues and/or questions.

Discerning evaluation of own work and connections or comparisons with other practitioners’ work.

Insightful evaluation of, and conclusions about, visual arts learning.
	Productive and thorough use of research skills and a clear understanding of inquiry methods to locate and appropriately acknowledge sources, explore, experiment, and develop perceptive and clear insights into a range of aspects of the visual arts.

Astute exploration and self-analysis in development of a personal aesthetic through the visual arts.

	B
	Thoughtful and well-planned conceptualisation and development of imaginative or personally relevant visual ideas.

Thorough exploration to refine technical skills and use media, materials, and technologies.

Thoughtful and organised documentation of creative visual thinking and/or problem-solving processes.

Effective application of some refined technical skills and some sensitive use of media, materials, and technologies to communicate visual ideas in resolved work(s) of art or design.
	Some depth of knowledge of selected visual arts concepts, forms, styles, and conventions, and a sound understanding of their practical application. 

Some depth of knowledge and understanding of visual arts in different cultural, social, and/or historical contexts. 

Clear understanding of aesthetic and/or functional qualities in several different works of art or design.
	Well-informed and well-considered critical analysis and interpretation of several works of art or design from different contexts. 

Proficient use of visual arts language to interpret, respond to, and synthesise thoughts on visual arts, including issues and questions.

Thoughtful evaluation of own work, and connections or comparisons with other practitioners’ work.

Thoughtful and well-explained evaluation of, and conclusions about, visual arts learning.
	Systematic use of research skills and a sound understanding of inquiry methods to locate and appropriately acknowledge sources, explore, experiment and develop mostly clear insights into different aspects of the visual arts.

Thoughtful exploration and self-analysis in development of a personal aesthetic through the visual arts.

	C
	Considered conceptualisation and development of imaginative or personally relevant visual ideas.

Competent exploration to refine technical skills and use media, materials, and technologies.

Organised documentation of creative visual thinking and/or problem-solving processes.

Competent application of technical skills and elements of sensitivity in the use of media, materials, and technologies to communicate visual ideas in resolved work(s) of art or design.
	Appropriate knowledge of selected visual arts concepts, forms, styles, and conventions, and some understanding of their practical application.

Considered knowledge and understanding of visual arts in different cultural, social, and/or historical contexts.

Appropriate understanding of aesthetic and/or functional qualities in different works of art or design.
	Informed and considered critical analysis and interpretation of two or more works of art or design from different contexts.

Competent use of visual arts language to interpret, respond to, and synthesise thoughts on visual arts, including issues and questions.

Considered evaluation of own work and connections or comparisons with other practitioners’ work.

Competent and appropriate evaluation of, and conclusions about, visual arts learning.
	Competent use of research skills and considered understanding of inquiry methods to locate and appropriately acknowledge sources, explore, experiment, and develop some insights into different aspects of the visual arts.

Some considered exploration and self-analysis in development of a personal aesthetic through the visual arts.

	D
	Elements of conceptualisation and some development of visual ideas.

Some exploration of technical skills using media, materials, and technologies.

Disjointed or partial documentation of creative visual thinking and/or problem-solving processes.

Partial application of technical skills and some use of media, materials, or technologies in developing a work of art or design.
	Some basic knowledge of selected visual arts concepts, forms, conventions, and styles, and an emerging understanding of their practical application.

Some reference to knowledge or understanding of visual arts in a cultural, social, or historical context.

A superficial understanding of aesthetic or functional qualities in works of art or design.
	Some basic consideration and interpretation of at least one work of art or design with superficial reference to their context.

Restricted use of visual arts language to interpret, respond to, and describe thoughts on visual arts, including issues or questions.

Some description of own and others works, with some tenuous connections or comparisons.

Some basic summary and description of visual arts learning, with elements of evaluation.
	Some use of basic research skills and awareness of inquiry methods to locate one or more sources (with attempted acknowledgment), explore, and experiment.

Superficial recognition of the role of visual arts in personal development.

	E
	Emerging skills in the conceptualisation and development of visual ideas.

Attempted exploration of technical skills using media, materials, or technologies.

Limited documentation of creative visual thinking or problem-solving processes. 

Attempted application of technical skills to develop a work of art or design.
	Limited knowledge or understanding of concepts, forms, or styles in visual arts.

Emerging awareness of different visual arts contexts.

Some awareness of the need to understand aesthetic or functional qualities in works of art or design.
	Emerging awareness of connections between at least one work of art or design and the context.

Limited use of visual arts language for interpretation or response in the visual arts.

Attempted description of own and others’ work.

Attempted description of aspects of visual arts learning.
	Attempted engagement in a directed research process. 

Emerging awareness of the role of visual arts in personal development.


Analysis and Synthesis


Some description of own and others’ works, with some tenuous connections or comparisons.


\


Primarily a recount with some description of own work and other designers that is limited to analysing existing logos, packaging and branding.





Analysis and Synthesis


Restricted use of visual arts language to interpret, respond to, and describe thoughts on visual arts, including issues or questions.





Uses Visual Arts language that is responding to issues in a competent manner.





Analysis and Synthesis


Some basic summary and description of visual arts learning, with elements of evaluation.





Little summary or evaluation of learning.
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